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YOUNGSTOWN
Judy Elliott expects about 600, 

more or less, for dinner tonight.
The coordinator of the 30th an-

nual community Thanksgiving 
dinner at First Presbyterian Church, 
201 Wick Ave., said she and her team 
of some 100 volunteers will serve 
449 pounds (and 9 ounces) of turkey 
breast to diners from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. 

Elliott, a 25-year member of the 
church, has been coordinator for a 
decade. She was recruited by other 
volunteers who thought she had 
something to contribute. 

Though Elliott said she has no 
formal training in preparing a meal 
on such a large scale, she amassed 
experience through cooking at 
home and for dinners sponsored 
by Miriam Chapter of the Masonic 

Temple.
Over the years, 

Elliott said, the 
dinner menu has 
evolved. At one 
time, turkeys 
were roasted 
at the church. 

“We’d plug the roasters in all over ... 
and blow the breakers,” she recalled. 
Then the church tried turkey rolls.

For the last few years, Elliott said 
the church has patronized a local 
catering company, which cooks the 
turkey breasts. 

The volunteer kitchen crew spent 
part of Wednesday preparing for to-
day’s event. They set the tables with 
place settings and special place-
ments imprinted with a message of 
welcome to the guests. The crew also 
prepared the stuffi ng.

The dinner menu is turkey breast, 
stuffi ng, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

cranberries, green beans, rolls, 
pumpkin pie and beverage. 

Through good planning, Elliott 
said, the church has never run out of 
food. Last year’s event attracted 565 
diners and in 2009, 700 people.

Volunteers greet diners as they 
enter the church and get a number.  
Diners wait in the sanctuary, where 
volunteer entertainers sing and play 
music, for their number to called 
to enter the dinner. In the fellow-
ship hall, there’s also a pianist who 
provides dinner music. 

“It’s a caring thing to do,” Elliott 
said of the dinner. “Those who at-
tend are so appreciative of what we 
do.”

The Rev. Nick Mager, who has 
been pastor for eight years, said he 
marvels at the community support 
for the project. Volunteers come
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Food and fellowship nourish body and spirit
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First Presbyterian Church employee Paul Rankin helps set tables for the the church’s 30th annual community Thanksgiving dinner. 
He was preparing the tables Wednesday.

By DAVID SKOLNICK
skolnick@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
City council gave the go-

ahead to the board of con-
trol to buy 5.5 acres on the 
South Side that a develop-
ment company wants for a 
grocery store.

Council  members voted 
7-0 Wednesday to allow the 

board to purchase the prop-
erty in the Fosterville neigh-
borhood for up to $15,000 
from the city school district.

The sale should be final-
ized shortly with the city 
then selling the land to Pri-
max Properties, a Charlotte, 
N.C., development compa-
ny interested in building a 
17,000-square-foot grocery 

store there, city officials 
said.

Also, council scheduled 
a public hearing for 2 p.m. 
Dec. 29 regarding a zone 
change for that area from 
institutional to general 
business. The zone change 
is needed for a supermarket 
to be built there.

The city’s planning com-

mission recommended the 
zone change Tuesday.

T he store w ou ld be 
bounded by West Princeton, 
Glenwood and West Indi-
anola avenues and Utilis 
Street. The property is the 
location of the former Cleve-
land School and adjacent to 
Fosterville Park.

Several full-service gro-

cery stores have closed in 
the area and nearby. There 
are convenience stores and 
other businesses that sell 
groceries but aren’t full-
service supermarkets.

If the grocery-store deal 
goes through, the city would 
have a park built nearby, 

By PETER H. MILLIKEN
milliken@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
Whether the confessions 

of Michael A. Davis to set-
ting the East Side house 
fire that killed six people 
Jan. 23, 2008, should have 
been admitted as evidence 
in his trial was a key issue 
in oral arguments in his 
appeal.

Spared by a jury from 
the death penalty, Davis is 
appealing to the 7th District 
Court of Appeals his convic-
tion and the 310-year prison 
sentence he received from 
Judge R. Scott Krichbaum 
of Mahoning County Com-
mon Pleas Court.

Killed in the early morn-
ing fire on Stewart Avenue 
were Carol Crawford, 46; her 
daughter, Jennifer Craw-
ford, 23; and Jennifer’s chil-
dren, Ranaisha, 8; Jeannine, 
5; Alisha, 3; and Brandon, 2. 
Five other people survived 
the blaze.

Davis’ appeals lawyer, 
John P. Laczko, who seeks 
a new trial for Davis, ar-
gued Wednesday before 
the three-judge panel that 
the confes-
sions should 
have been 
e x c l u d e d 
because they 
s t e m m e d 
from the ille-
gal arrest of 
Davis at his 
r e s i d e n c e 
w i t h o u t  a 
warrant or probable cause.

Laczko cited Davis’ state-
ment in a pretrial evidentia-
ry hearing that he believed 
he was under arrest when 
he was handcuffed at his 
residence.

Noting that Davis was 
only 18, lacked a high school 
diploma and had a low IQ, 
Laczko said the judges must 
look “at the totality of the 
circumstances” when eval-
uating the arrest and inter-
rogations and whether the 
confessions were voluntary.

Ralph Rivera, an assistant 
county prosecutor, who was 
arguing to uphold Davis’ 
conviction and sentence, 
noted, however, that police 
went to the Davis residence 
because that was the source 
of the 911 call reporting the 
fi re.

Davis was handcuffed 

By ELISE FRANCO
efranco@vindy.com

CANFIELD
A local business owner 

is doing his part to ensure 
deployed soldiers have a 
little something extra this 
holiday season.

Loren Cole, ow ner of 
Peaberry’s Cafe, and fam-
ily friend Frank Pezzano 
are launching their second 
annual supply drive in sup-
port of Pezzano’s son’s Ma-
rine unit, the 110th’s 1st Bat-
talion 10th Marines.

Cole organized the drive 
last year after Pezzano’s 
son, Frank Pezzano, 21, of 

McDonald, was shipped 
overseas with his unit.

Pezzano’s son and the 
unit recently were shipped 
to Afghanistan, where they 
will be stationed until May, 
and Cole said because the 
drive was so successful the 
fi rst time, they wanted to try 
it again.

“Last year, we shipped 
almost 1,000 pounds of sup-
plies to Frank and his guys,” 
Cole said. “It was amazing.”

Donation bins will be 
located at Peaberry’s Cafe, 
4350 Boardman-Canfield 
Road, beginning today, he 

By LINDA M. LINONIS
linonis@vindy.com

GIRARD
E v e r y  d a y,  P a t r i-

cia “Pat” Marks pon-
ders what happened to 
her son, Daniel Joseph 
Marks. She wonders daily 
if and when she will learn 
his fate.

This month marks fi ve 
years since he disap-
peared.

Daniel Marks went 
missing Nov. 10, 2005, 
on Kauai, Hawaii. The 
24-year-old traveled to 
the small island to hike 
and camp, activities he 

often did. Something 
went terribly wrong. Pat 
Marks and her family 
are still trying to fi nd out 
what.

“My mother’s heart 
feels he could be alive,” 
Pat Marks said. “When 
I close my eyes, I see his 
face.”

Pat Marks said she 
learned a startling fact. 
When a child goes miss-
ing, she said, an exten-
sive search is mandated. 
For an adult, it’s differ-
ent. Det. Claire Veno of 
the Lihue Police Depart-

Cafe owner, friend collect 
items for Marines at war

Girard woman hopes 
her son will be found

Davis’
arrest
illegal,
lawyer
argues

Council OKs South Side land purchase
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Criminal damaging
BOARDMAN

A 22-year-old man was 
arrested Wednesday morning 
after he fi red a starter gun in 
his apartment complex.

Stefan  Augustyn  Fiotowski  
is charged with inducing panic, 
vandalism and criminal dam-
aging. Police said when they 
arrived at the Boulevard Club 
apartment complex, 7053 
West Blvd., they heard a gun-
shot and screaming. Fiotowski 
came outside and told police 
that he was fi ring blanks, 
according to reports.

Fiotowski told offi  cers that 
he and his wife had been 
arguing and that he fi red the 
starter gun in the hallway, 
broke glass in the building and 
damaged an apartment door, 
reports stated.

Police said the gun they re-
covered was incapable of fi ring 
live rounds, and the rounds 
that were discharged were 
blanks. Fiotowski was taken to 
the Mahoning County jail. 

Fatal fi re probed
GREEN

Ohio State Fire Marshal’s in-
vestigators continue to probe 
the cause of a Tuesday morn-
ing fi re at 8129 West Road, in 
Green Township near Salem, in 
which a 67-year-old man died.

Dr. Joseph Ohr of the 
Mahoning County coroner’s 
offi  ce said the man was identi-
fi ed as Richard Yarwood  of 
Green Township. Dr. Ohr said 
Yarwood died of smoke inhala-
tion. There was no sign of trau-
ma or anything suspicious, he 
added.

The fi re marshal’s offi  ce 
said the blaze began at 
3:23 a.m. in a multifamily 
dwelling that had six units, four 
of them occupied. Occupants 
in the other units were able to 
escape without injury.

Newport group
YOUNGSTOWN

Andrew Wilson, community 
outreach specialist for Lien 
Forward Ohio, and another 
specialist will speak regarding 
neighborhood security at the 
Newport Neighborhood Asso-
ciate monthly meeting at 
6:30 p.m. today  at Martin 
Luther Lutheran Church, 420 
Clearmont Drive. 

Association offi  cers will ad-
dress issues, new community 
service, safety, current and 
future events. The public is 
invited.

Food program
WARREN

The Shepherd of All God’s 
Children Day Care Center, 
1628 Niles Road, is participat-
ing in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s child- and adult-
care food program. 

Meals are available to all 
enrolled participants without 
regard to race, color, national 
origin, sex, age or disability. 
For more information, contact 
Kim Clinkscale at 330-369-
2454 .

Light Up Night
NEW CASTLE, PA.

The city’s annual Light Up 
Night and Parade is tonight.  

Pre-parade activities begin 
at 5:30 p.m., including cookies 
and hot chocolate at the New 
Castle Public Library until 
8 p.m.

Vendors will be selling food.
Entertainment on Kennedy 

Square begins at 6 p.m. The 
tree-lighting ceremony begins 
at 6:45 p.m. on the square.

At Zambelli Park, United 
Methodist Village will off er free 
refreshments.

The parade lineup starts at 
6 p.m. on the Columbus 
Innerbelt. The parade begins 
at 7 at Washington Street and 
the innerbelt. The parade 
route is Washington to East 
Street to North Street and 
back to the innerbelt.

Fireworks will be set off  right 
after the parade.

Surplus food/
clothing  

Friends House  �

Chapel, 192 Haseltine Ave., 
Youngstown, food and cloth-
ing giveaway, 11 a.m. to noon 
Friday. Bring photo identifi ca-
tion and containers. Proper 
eligibility required. For resi-
dents living in ZIP code areas 
44505 and 44506.

Price Memorial A.M.E.  �

Zion Church, 920 Dryden 
Ave., Youngstown, various 
commodities, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Friday.
Food- and clothing-distribution no-
tices are to be submitted by 3 p.m. the 
day before they are to be published.

See DINNER, A8

See DAVIS, A8

See MARINES, A6See MISSING, A12

See COUNCIL, A6

Davis
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Patricia “Pat” Marks of Girard holds a 
photograph and missing-person fl ier 
of her son, Daniel Joseph Marks, who 
disappeared Nov. 10, 2005, on Kauai, 
Hawaii.

ON A8
See a list of 
free Thanks-
giving meals.
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A list of free Thanksgiving meals 
from various organizations and 
churches as submitted to The 
Vindicator:

MAHONING COUNTY
Coitsville: �  Victory Chris-

tian Center plans to feed more 
than 1,000 families for Thanks-
giving today . Food will be given 
away beginning at 8 a.m. Recip-
ients must pre-register before 
receiving food and must meet 
federal and state eligibility re-
quirements. The registration 
form and more information are 
available on the website at www.
vcccoitsville.com, or call 330-
536-2127, or stop by the church 
offi  ce. Once family members 
have registered, they will be eli-
gible to receive a food voucher. 
The food voucher and the food 
are all redeemable at the 
Coitsville location. Food items 
are turkey, eggs, stuffi  ng, yams 
or sweet potatoes, potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, pie shell, 
pumpkin mix, milk, gravy, vege-
tables, dinner rolls, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup and more. 

Youngstown: �  Dinner served 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. today  at 
E.B. Family Life Center, 7 S. Gar-
land Ave.

Youngstown: �  The McGuff ey 
Road Church of Christ, 1101 Miami 
Ave., will have a free dinner from 
1 to 4 p.m. Saturday  at the church. 
There will be a free bus available 
for those who need transporta-
tion. They should call 330-746-
4409  and make arrangements. 
Children who attend the din-
ner will be given hats, gloves and 
school supplies.

Youngstown: �  Temple 
Emmanuel Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church, 108 W. Indianola 
Ave., Youngstown, will provide a 
Thanksgiving dinner from 
12:30 to 2 p.m. Sunday .

Youngstown: �  Salvation Army, 
1501 Glenwood Ave., will serve 
a dinner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Day . Volunteers 
are needed for the dinner, and 

donations of turkeys and pies 
also are needed. 

Austintown: �  IT Certifi cation 
Institute (old library building), 5650 
Mahoning Ave., will serve Thanks-
giving dinners at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Day . Call and tell us 
how many will attend as soon as 
possible and at what time no later 
than Monday  at 330-792-8680. 
Donations are welcome. 

North Lima: �  Free communi-
ty Thanksgiving Dinner at Calva-
ry United Methodist Church, 12062 
South Ave., served at 11 and 
11:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Thanks-
giving Day . Dinner includes turkey, 
stuffi  ng, mashed potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, green beans, rolls, butter, 
vegetable tray, pie and beverage. 
Please call for reservations by Mon-
day  330-549-2588.

STARK COUNTY
Alliance: �  The University of 

Mount Union’s Ralph and Mary 
Regula Center for Public Service 
and Civic Engagement will host the 
third annual Thanksgiving Commu-
nity Meal from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday  
at the Salvation Army. The meal 
also will include fellowship and kids 
crafts. Those who attend the com-
munity meal will receive a coupon 
for a free dinner at Shaff er’s Diner 
on Thanksgiving Day. For more 
information, contact Chris Pontius 
at Mount Union at 330-823-3296 
or pontiucm@mountunion.edu.

COLUMBIANA COUNTY
Salem: �  A couple of local fami-

lies, with plenty of help from the 
community, will once again serve 
a dinner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Day  at the Memorial 
Building, 785 E. State St. The din-
ner features turkey, stuffi  ng, 
potatoes, gravy, vegetable, pie 
and beverage. No reservations are 
needed for those who plan to dine 
in at the Memorial Building, but 
reservations are required and are 
being accepted now for those who 
want delivery to their homes or 
need a ride to the building. Those 
reservations can be made by call-
ing 330-337-3728 and will be 
taken up until Thanksgiving Day.

THANKSGIVING | Free meals

from First Presbyterian 
and others from other area 
churches and organiza-
tions. 

He noted Boy Scout 
Troop 55, which meets at 
the church, is involved as a 
service project along with 
Youngstown State Univer-
sity students. 

“Some volunteers are fi x-
tures ... here every year,” the 
Rev. Mr. Mager said.

He credited the Rev. Rob-
ert Campbell, now pastor of 
Church of the Covenant in 
Cleveland, with the idea for 
the dinner. 

Mr. Mager said the origi-
nal idea of “feeding the 500” 
was based on Jesus’ feeding 
the 5,000 with the miracle of 
loaves and fi shes.  

Mr. Mager said the dinner 
feeds people in more than 
one sense. It nourishes the 
body and supplies a “good 
spirit.”

“All are welcome at the 
table,” he said, referring to 
Luke 13:29, “And they shall 
come from the east, and 
[from] the west, and from 
the north, and [from] the 
south, and shall sit down in 
the kingdom of God.”

 Mr. Mager said the dinner 
originated as a community 
dinner to bring people to-

gether, and that sentiment 
continues. 

Though the dinner helps 
those in need, he said it also 
brings together a cross-
section of people to share in 
fellowship.

Weather factors into the 
attendance since many 
patrons walk to the church. 
Elliott and Mr. Mager said 
inclement weather pulls 
at tenda nce dow n, but 
there’s still a good turnout.

Julius Balog, a church 
member since he was a boy, 
said the Rev. Mr. Campbell 
began the dinner and sug-
gested having it the week 
before the holiday. 

“It was a bonus dinner,” 
he said, noting that so many 
other organizations host 
turkey dinners the week of 
Thanksgiving and the day 
of the holiday.

Paul Rankin, who does 
maintenance work at the 
church, said the dinner is a 
“feel-good event” for those 
who attend and the volun-
teers.

Ellen McMichael, a church 
member for 25 years, con-
tinues the legacy of volun-
teerism set by her mother, 
the late Margaret McMi-
chael, who coordinated the 
dinner for many years. 

“You see joy on people’s 
faces, and I believe their 
hearts are grateful,” she 
said.

for offi cers’ safety while he 
was transported in a police 
car to the police station, but 
he was not formally arrest-
ed until after he confessed, 
Rivera said.

“Pol ic e of f ic er s a re 
allowed to handcuff an 
individual for their safety, 
and it does not equate to a 
formal arrest,” Rivera said.

Laczko complained that 
Judge Krichbaum abused 
his discretion when he 
admitted testimony from 
a neighbor, whose house 
was similarly torched three 
weeks before the fata l 
blaze.

The prosecution said that 
testimony was relevant to 
establishing Davis’ iden-
tity, but Laczko noted that 
Davis was never charged 
with setting that fire and 
that the neighbor wasn’t 
even able to identify Davis 
in the courtroom.

Rivera said the neigh-
bor couldn’t identify Davis 
because he couldn’t see well 
and didn’t have his glasses 
on when the pre-sunrise 
fire occurred. Even with 
Davis’ confessions, “There 
was some issue of identity,” 
Rivera said.

“It wasn’t at all for the 
purpose of identity. It was 
for the purpose of prejudic-
ing the jury, which is ob-
viously what happened,” 
Laczko said. “Identity, at 
that point in the trial, was 
not an issue,” he added.

Even if Judge Krichbaum 
erred in admitting the tes-
timony about the earlier 
blaze, “It seems to me that 
there’s overwhelming oth-
er evidence of guilt,” said 
Judge Joseph J. Vukovich.

The appeals  panel, which 
i ncluded Judges Gene 
Donofrio and Cheryl L. 
Waite, took the case under 
advisement and will issue 
a written decision at a later 
date.

By KRISTINE GILL
kgill@vindy.com

CANFIELD
School board mem-

bers and the superinten-
dent briefly lamented at 
Wednesday’s meeting the 
failure of this month’s levy 
that would have brought 
new money to the district.

“We feel economic times 
were part of it, and some 
people are convinced tax-
es are bad,” Superinten-
dent Dante Zambrini said.

They then continued 
with the adoption of the 
five-year forecast, which 
treasurer Pattie Kesner 
said will be tight for the 
next few years. The dis-
trict must avoid going into 
a spending defi cit as man-
dated by the government.

“We were hoping to add 
new levy money to this,” 
Kesner said of the fore-
casted budget. 

Also at the meeting, a 
concerned father ad-

dressed the board regard-
ing an alleged assault 
against his son. The Her-
bert Road resident said a 
teacher allegedly sprayed 
some sort of chemical on 
his fourth-grade son, who 
did not suffer any perma-
nent damage. 

“I want to know why 
this teacher was still in the 
classroom the next Mon-
day,” the father said, add-
ing that his son has since 
changed classrooms.

Z a m br i n i  s a id  a n 
investigation is under way 
in that case and had no 
further comment.

“Due process is being 
followed and investigat-
ed,” Zambrini said.

The father said he was 
content with that reply 
and would avoid legal pro-
ceedings if the investiga-
tion proceeded properly. 
He said he has already 
contacted police.

Board adopts 
5-year forecast
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DINNER
Continued from A3

Ranaisha Jeannine

Alisha Brandon

DAVIS
Continued from A3

 ANNUAL LEGAL NOTICE
 NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

 Notice is hereby given under Section 5715.17 of the Ohio 
 Revised Code, that the assessment of Mahoning County, 
 Ohio for the tax year 2010 has been revised and the 
 valuations completed in the above tax year, and are open for 
 public inspection at the office of the County Auditor, 
 Mahoning County Courthouse, 120 Market Street, 
 Youngstown, OH 44503.

 Complaints against any valuations or assessments except 
 valuations fixed and assessments made by the Department 
 of Taxation of Ohio will be heard by the Board f Revision at 
 its office in the Mahoning County Courthouse.

 Complaints must be made in writing on blanks furnished by 
 the County Auditor and  FILED NO LATER THAN 
 MARCH 31, 2011. Failure to do so will preclude the 
 owner from any relief.

 This is an Annual Legal Notice to the  TAXPAYERS AND 
 INCLUDES THE NEW CONSTRUCTION values as 
 well as all new values established by the Board of 
 Revision of all County property as ordered by law, for 
 the tax year 2010.

  Michael V. Sciortino
 MAHONING COUNTY AUDITOR

 Arm yourself Arm yourself
 for the biggest for the biggest
 shopping day shopping day

 of the year with  of the year with 

 the  BIGGEST the  BIGGEST
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 ON THANKSGIVING DAY,
 The Vindicator The Vindicator

 TALKS
 TURKEY!

 Inside Thanksgiving Day’s Vindicator, discover  over 600 pages
 of  colorful inserts from these merchants to help you

 win the battle of...Black Friday!*

 Happy Shopping! Happy Shopping! Happy Shopping!

 at news stands everywhere at news stands everywhere at news stands everywhere

 • BED BATH & 
 BEYOND

 • BEST BUY

 • BIG LOTS

 • NIKON 
 CAMERAS

 • BURLINGTON

 • CVS 
 PHARMACY

 • DELL

 • DICK’S 
 SPORTING 
 GOODS

 • DILLARDS

 • MACY’S

 • GANDER 
 MOUNTAIN

 • HOME DEPOT

 • JOANN 
 FABRICS

 • K-MART

 • KOHL’S

 • LA-Z-BOY

 • LINENS & 
 MORE

 • LOWE’S

 •  CANON 
 CAMERAS

 • MICHAEL’S

 • OFFICE MAX

 • OLD NAVY

 • OLLIE’S 
 BARGAIN 
 OUTLET

 • JC PENNEY’S

 • PEP BOYS

 • RADIO SHACK

 • RITE AID

 • SAM’S CLUB

 • SEARS

 • SEARS 
 HARDWARE

 • SGHETTI’S

 • SHOE 
 CARNIVAL

 • STAPLES

 • TARGET

 • TOYS R US

 • GAME STOP

 • VERIZON

 • WALGREENS

 • WAL-MART
 *Not all Vindicators contain all the above listed inserts. Some advertisers choose to zone their ins erts to specific designated areas.
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